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COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
Students in this advanced course have the opportunity to further enhance their skills in the five major components of 
the German language:  speaking, listening, reading, writing, and culture.  Authentic materials and activities are 
implemented as much as possible, providing a more realistic and practical immersion in the language.   
 
 
COURSE SYLLABUS: 
Before you begin using the textbook, take a moment and read through pages ix-xii and xv-xvii.  This section helps to 
explain the design and content of the textbook.  The textbook is arranged into two distinct sections:  one (Lektüre) 
that provides communicative interaction with the language and culture via primary sources such as journalistic 
reports, literary works, statistical data and more; while the other section (Grammatik) focuses on a comprehensive 
discussion of mechanics and grammar.  Although the distinct separation, there is overlap between the two.  In the 
Lektüre sections, there are activities that contextualize grammar practice from the Grammatik chapter of the same 
number. (Thema 1 will have grammar concepts from the first Grammatik chapter).  Similarly, the Grammatik 
chapters tend to integrate the themes and vocabulary of the respective Thema into the practice exercises.   

 
Lektüre 

It is crucial that you work through all the material and accompanying exercises in each Thema unit.  The units are 
split into two sections, the first being cultural material, the second being literary works.   
 
There is a short film (Kurzfilm) in every even-numbered Thema.  Where possible, a link is provided to view the 
short film online.  If no online version is available, it is not necessary to be familiar with any of the material shared 
on the pages discussing the short film.   
 
Thema 1: Freizeit is detailed here to provide a template for how you should approach each of the five Thema units, 
which all follow a similar structure. 
 
Thema 1:  Freizeit  2-23 
Pages 2-3: - Read the introductory Einstieg in das Thema and consider responses to the Gedankenaustausch 
questions below. 
 
Pages 4-5:  Look at the graph of favorite free time activities, while responding to the questions and activities in 
exercises 1-5.  *For any Thema exercises that ask for you to work with a partner or group, consider how others in 
your circle of friends/acquaintances might respond. 
 
Page 6: Look through the data provided in the Vermischtes table, especially concentrating on how the amount of 
work vacation and the number and types of holidays in Germany differ from the United States.   
 
Pages 7-8:  Read the brief intro (exercise 6) and the interviews with students discussing their free time preferences.  
Then, work through the accompanying exercises 7-9 on page 9.  
 
Pages 10-11:  The vocabulary list provides definitions of key terms used in the preceding material.  While there will 
not be explicit testing of vocabulary on the exam (For example:  Give the meaning of “Alltag” in English), overall 
comprehension and evaluation of the Thema material will be, necessitating an understanding of the essential 
vocabulary content.  Therefore, it is recommended that you spend time to learn the Thema vocabulary lists (There 
tends to be two of them in each unit.)  and work through the accompanying exercises. 



 
Page 12:  Work through the two contextualized grammar exercises, which practice a few of the concepts covered in 
the Kapitel 1 of the Grammatik section. 
 
Page 13:  Exercises 15-17 presume the ability to interact with classmates.  Again, work through the exercises as if 
you were completing them with close friends or acquaintances.   
 
Pages 14-15:  Each Thema unit contains a short snippet about a city in Germany, focusing on well-known landmarks 
and tourist sites.  Work through this material discussing München and complete the exercises that follow.   
 
Pages 16-17:  The literary works section is comprised of a short piece, usually a poem, and a longer composition, 
such as a short story or excerpts from a film script.  These two pages discuss Bertolt Brecht and one of his poems, 
Vergnügungen.  It is critical that you read the introductory material and work through the exercises, which aid in 
interpretation and comprehension of the text. 
 
Pages 18-20:  Read the second literary work, the short story Mittagspause from Wolf Wondratschek.  As with the 
preceding poem, it is extremely important that you read the introductory material and work through the interpretive 
exercises. 
 
Pages 21-22:  Another vocabulary list and exercises. 
 
Page 23:  A couple of wrap-up exercises to close the first Thema.   
 
Thema 2:  Kommunikation  24-47 
Link for the Kurzfilm „Das Puzzle“:  https://vimeo.com/10636002  Make sure you work through the accompanying 
material and exercises. 
 
Thema 3:  Deutschland heute  48-73 
 
Thema 4:  Familie  74-95 
There is no online version of the Kurzfilm „Familienrevier“ available.  Therefore, you do not need to cover the 
accompanying material for this short film. 
 
Thema 5:  Musik 96-117 
 

Grammatik 
Similar to the Lektüre section, it is important that you work through all the material and accompanying exercises in 
each Grammatik chapter.  As this is a comprehensive survey of German grammar, there is a wide range of topics 
discussed, from basic to advanced.   
 
Kapitel 1  228-244 
 
Kapitel 2  245-260 
 
Kapitel 3 261-275 
 
Kapitel 4  276-292 
 
Kapitel 5  293-304 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/10636002


 
Exam Format 

 
Morning Session – Lektüre and Speaking Interview 
 
     Lektüre 
The Lektüre assessment requires extensive familiarity with the material presented in the first 5 Themen chapters.  
There will be content-specific factual questions as well as interpretive ones. It is a multi-formatted exam consisting 
of true/false, matching, multiple-choice, identification, fill-in-the-blank and short answer questions.  There will be 
reading and listening comprehension components.   
 
     Speaking Interview 
The testing-out exam will include an 8- to 10-minute interview in German with Herr Floyd, in order to assess 
speaking proficiency.  The interview is based on the vocabulary and topics in the Lektüre portion of the textbook.  
You should also be mindful of proper mechanics.   
 
 
Afternoon Session – Grammatik 
The grammar assessment will cover all topics included in chapters 1-5.  It is a multi-formatted exam, consisting of 
multiple-choice, matching, identification, fill-in-the-blank, short answer, and translation exercises.  Most of the test 
is grammar contextualized in written texts, with only minimal explicit grammar questions.  There will not be any 
listening comprehension components. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KEY COMPONENTS TO TESTING OUT 

1. Name of Course  German 4 
2. Course description  (above) 
3. Course syllabus (above) 
4. Final Requirements (check those that apply) 

_x__ exam                                                          ___portfolio 
_x__demonstration performances                ___presentation 
___papers                                                         ___projects 
 

5. A description of the requirement(s) checked above and how it (they) will be assessed. 
The exam is a written assessment comprised of true/false, multiple choice, identification, fill-in-the-blank, 
matching, translation, & short answer questions.  There will be reading and listening comprehension 
questions.  The grade will be calculated on the basis of points correct out of total points possible.  The 
student must also complete a speaking interview of approximately eight to ten minutes.   
 
 
 
 

6. Grade calculation for attainment of C+ 
 
Student must achieve a combined total of 77% of higher on the interview and written exam. 
 

 


	Lektüre

